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(1 Text figure) 


C. M.Yonge (1952, p. 434) states “Tagelus calif ornianus 
is a deposit feeder, and this requires long and separate 
siphons, bottom material actively taken in through the 
inhalant siphon ...” My observations do not substan¬ 
tiate an active deposit feeding behavior for T calif ornianus. 

In two other Tellinacea studies (Macoma nasuta and 
M. sect a ) the animals actively feed on deposits as described 
by Yonge (1949). In M. nasuta , the inhalant siphon 
twists, rips off and ingests bottom material (Figure 1). 
Macoma secta does not move the siphons but actively 
ingests bottom material as depicted by Yonge (1949, 
fig. 16a). 

Specimens of Tagelus calif ornianus (Conrad, 1837) 
were collected from four different sites ranging from San 
Diego to Tomales Bay, California. The animals were ob¬ 
served both in the field and in the laboratory. In the 



Figure i: 

Movement of Siphon in Macoma nasuta 


laboratory the animals were placed in the substratum 
and the position of the siphons and feeding behavior were 
noted over a period of several weeks. Carmine particles 
were placed on the substratum around the inhalant siphon 
and these were not drawn into the siphon. The same 
experiment was carried out with Macoma nasuta (Con¬ 
rad, 1837), and this animal did actively ingest the 
carmine particles. 

In the field the siphonal openings of Tagelus California 
anus were observed, and at no time did the inhalant 
siphon appear to ingest bottom deposits. At all times the 
inhalant and exhalant siphons were observed flush with 
the substratum or contracted below the level of the sub¬ 
stratum. Sweeping movements were never observed. 

These observations indicate that Tagelus calif ornianus 
is not an active deposit feeder but that it feeds on 
suspended material as do the majority of the Bivalvia. 
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